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Social Problems  (3510)  
 

Description Social Problems is designed to help high school students evaluate pertinent societal problems they 
have confronted or are likely to confront.  Because these problems change and new issues emerge, 
so do the problems studied.  Examples of the issues studied are alcohol and other drug abuse, 
family, environment, population, racism, sexism and current events.  Paperback books, outside 
readings, videos, guest speakers, class discussions, and written essays are utilized in this course.  
Students who elect social problems should not enroll in sociology. 

  
Credits 1 

  
Textbooks/Resources Newsweek, Post-Crescent 

 
Required Assessments 

 
District-Wide, Standards-Based Assessment 

Board Approved May, 2003 
  

Revised  
 
 
AASD Social Studies Goals for K-12 Students 
 Develop a chronological sense of time, continuity and change an awareness of geographic place. 
 Recognize that history and culture influence a society. 
 Develop an awareness of current affairs. 
 Recognize facts and vocabulary pertinent to the grade and/or discipline. 
 Discern cause and effect relationships. 
 Analyze and evaluate information/data. 
 Interpret visually-oriented content. 
 Recognize the rights and responsibilities of individuals and of society. 
 Understand reasons for conflicting ideas and develop possible resolutions. 
 Adopt a wider perspective. 
 Accept democratic beliefs. 
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AASD Social Studies Standards for Students in Grades 9-12 
I.  Geography Students in the Appleton Area School District will learn about geography through the study of the relationships 

among people, places and environment: 
A. Location, place and regions 
B. Movement 
C. Human-Environment Interaction 
D. Process-Investigation 

  
II.  History 
      

Students in the Appleton Area School District will learn about the history of Wisconsin, the United States and 
the world, examining change and continuity over time in order to develop historical perspective, explain 
historical relationships and analyze issues that affect the present and the future: 
A. Time, continuity and change in U.S. history. 
B. U.S. cultures and cultural diversity 
C. People, places and events in U.S. history. 
D. Process and investigation 

  
III.  Political Science and 
      Citizenship 

Students in the Appleton Area School District will learn about political science and acquire the knowledge of 
political systems necessary for developing individual civic responsibility by studying the history and 
contemporary uses of power, authority, and governance: 
A. World affairs. 
B. Basic concepts/purposes of government. 
C. American ideals and citizenship. 
D. Government structures and processes. 

  
IV. Economics Students in the Appleton Area School District will learn about production, distribution, exchange and 

consumption so that they can make informed economic decisions: 
A. Production, distribution, consumption and exchange. 
B. Science, technology, society and government. 
C. Global connections. 
D. Process, investigation and decision-making. 

  
V.  Behavioral Sciences Students in the Appleton Area School District will learn about the behavioral sciences by exploring concepts 

from the discipline of sociology, the discipline of psychology, and the discipline of anthropology: 
A. Human origins and cultural development. 
B. Individual human behavior. 
C. Interactions between and among individuals, groups and institutions. 
D. Cultural diversity. 
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Course Objectives Performance Indicators Classroom Assessments 
 

1. Interpret current 
problems 
impacting society. 

 
 
 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. compares and analyzes societal patterns for preserving and 

transmitting culture while adapting to environmental or social 
change. 

b. applies Emile Durkheim’s social problems solving analysis. 
c. interprets patterns of behavior reflecting values and attitudes that 

contribute or pose obstacles to cross-cultural understanding. 
d. describes and explains the causes and conditions associated with 

deviant behavior. 
 

 
• Written teacher unit tests 
• Quizzes 
• Portfolios 
• Peer and self-assessment 
• Individual interviews over subject/material 
• Oral tests 
• Demonstrations 
• Written theme 
• Debates 
• Class discussion and informal assessment 
• Homework 
• Performance assessments, written and oral 
• Class-created rubric 

Above objective aligned with AASD Social Studies standards: 
 Geography; History; Economics; Political Science; and Behavioral Sciences 
 

 
2. Use effective 

problem solving 
skills. 

 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. explains and applies ideas and modes of inquiry drawn from 

behavioral science and social theory in the examination of 
persistent issues and social problems. 

b. applies concepts such as role, status, and social class in 
describing the connections and interactions of individuals, groups 
and institutions in society. 

c. constructs reasoned judgments about specific cultural responses 
to persistent human issues. 

d. explains and applies ideas, theories, and modes of inquiry drawn 
from the behavioral sciences in the examination of persistent 
issues and social problems. 

 

 
• Written teacher unit tests 
• Quizzes 
• Portfolios 
• Peer and self-assessment 
• Individual interviews over subject/material 
• Oral tests 
• Demonstrations 
• Written theme 
• Debates 
• Class discussion or informal assessment 
• Homework 
• Class-created rubric 
 

Above objective aligned with AASD Social Studies standard: 
 Behavioral Sciences 
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Course Objectives Performance Indicators Classroom Assessments 
 

3. Analyze various 
viewpoints about 
an issue. 

 
 

 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. recognizes international, national and local causes and effects of 

prejudice. 
b. describes and examines belief systems basic to specific traditions 

and laws in contemporary and historical movements. 
c. identifies and examines examples of tensions between 

expressions of individuality and efforts used to promote social 
conformity by groups and institutions.  

 

 
• Written teacher unit tests 
• Quizzes 
• Portfolios 
• Peer and self-assessment 
• Standardized tests 
• Individual interviews over subject/material 
• Oral tests 
• Demonstrations 
• Written theme 
• Debates 
• Class discussion or informal assessment 
• Homework 
• Performance assessments, written and oral 
• Class-created rubric 

Above objective aligned with AASD Social Studies standards: 
 Geography; History; Economics; Political Science; and Behavioral Sciences 
 

 

 
4. Analyze the 

structure and 
processes of the 
basic human 
social institutions. 

 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. describes the various forms institutions take, and explains how 

they develop and change over time. 
b. analyzes group and institutional influences on people, events, and 

elements of culture in both historical and contemporary settings. 
c. evaluates the role of institutions in furthering both continuity and 

change. 
d. analyzes the extent to which groups and institutions meet 

individual needs and promote the common good in contemporary 
and historical settings. 

e. analyzes and explains the ways groups, societies and cultures 
address human needs and concerns. 

 
• Written teacher tests 
• Quizzes 
• Portfolios 
• Peer and self-assessment 
• Individual interviews over subject/material 
• Oral tests 
• Demonstrations 
• Written theme 
• Debates 
• Class discussion or informal assessment 
• Homework 
• Performance assessments, written and oral 
• Class-created rubric 

 

Above objective aligned with AASD Social Studies standards: 
 History; Economics; Political Science; and Behavioral Science 
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Course Objectives Performance Indicators Classroom Assessments 
 

5. Analyze and 
evaluate data. 

 
 
 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. discerns differences in sources of information and possible bias by 

differentiating between objective reporting and propaganda. 
b. predicts how data and experiences may be interpreted by people 

from diverse cultural perspectives and frames of reference 
 

 

• Written teacher tests 
• Quizzes 
• Portfolios 
• Peer and self-assessment 
• Individual interviews over subject/material 
• Oral tests 
• Demonstrations 
• Written theme 
• Debates 
• Class discussion or informal assessment 
• Homework 
• Performance assessments, written and oral 
• Class-created rubric 

Above objective aligned with AASD standards: 
 Social Studies:  History and Behavioral Sciences 
 Communication Arts:  Reading/Literature 
 

 
6. Think critically. 
 

 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. applies an understanding of culture as an integrated whole that 

explains the functions and interactions of language, literature, the 
arts, traditions, beliefs and values, and behavior patterns. 

b. critiques mass media and understands its power. 
 

 
• Written teacher unit tests 
• Quizzes 
• Portfolios 
• Peer and self-assessment 
• Individual interviews over subject/material 
• Oral tests 
• Demonstrations 
• Written theme 
• Debates 
• Class discussion or informal assessment 
• Homework 
• Performance assessments, written and oral 
• Class-created rubric 

 
Above objective aligned with AASD standards: 
 Social Studies:  Behavioral Sciences 
 Communication Arts:  Media/Technology 
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Course 

Objectives 
Performance Indicators Classroom Assessments 

 
7. Participate 

effectively in 
discussions. 

 
 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. considers the ideas and opinions of other speakers thoughtfully before 

responding. 
b. recognizes and controls own emotional responses to speaker and 

information. 
c. appraises the purpose of discussions by examining the context and 

motivation of participants. 
d. extends discussion by asking pertinent questions and encouraging 

other participants. 
e. supports ideas or opinions with reference to authoritative resources. 
f. applies strategies such as summarizing main ideas or identifying 

agreements to solve problems, resolve conflicts, and reach consensus.
g. conveys criticism and contradictions in a respectful and supportive 

way. 
h. demonstrates the value of cultural diversity, as well as cohesion, within 

and across groups. 
 

 
• Peer and self-assessment 
• Individual interviews over subject/material 
• Oral tests 
• Demonstrations 
• Debates 
• Class discussion or informal assessment 
• Homework 
• Performance assessments, written and oral 
• Class-created rubric 

 

Above objective aligned with AASD standards: 
 Social Studies:  Behavioral Sciences 
 Communication Arts:  Speech/Listening 

 
8. Write with 

precision and 
accuracy. 

 
 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. uses wide-ranging vocabulary and information appropriately and  
    effectively. 

b. demonstrates a working understanding of the four basic types of written 
    communication:  description, narration, exposition, and persuasion. 

c. demonstrates a working understanding of paragraph unity and 
coherence using the thesis statement and relevant support. 

d. demonstrates appropriate writing conventions such as mechanics,  
     spelling and usage to communicate clearly. 

• Written teacher tests 
• Portfolios 
• Peer and self-assessment 
• Individual interviews over subject/material 
• Demonstrations 
• Written theme 
• Debates 
• Class discussion or informal assessment 
• Homework 
• Performance assessments, written and oral 
• Class-created rubric 

Above objective aligned with AASD standards: 
 Social Studies:  History and Behavioral Sciences   Communication Arts:  Writing 

Resources and learning activities that address course objectives: 
1. Opposing Viewpoints Series.  Greenhaven Press. 
2. Outside Readings 


